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1. POST WELCOMES MR. BLITZER'S VISIT TUNIS. DURING 
MOST RECENT UNPACKING OP SEVERAL CASES, SOME ITEMS 
HAVE COME TO LIGHT WHICH APPEAR TO EMBASSY TO BE OF 
SOME ARTISTIC VALUE. FOR EXAMPLE, AN 8-INCH VASE OP 
FRAGILE, OPAQUE GLASS, IN PERFECT CONDITION, COULD 
PERHAPS BE OP ROMAN ANTIGUITY. MRS. BURLING STATED 
THAT IN THE COLLECTION THERE WAS QUOTE A PRICELESS 
VASE WHICH SHOULD BE IN A MUSEUM UNQUOTE. THIS COULD 
BE IT. THERE ARE SEVERAL INTERESTING BRONZE PIECES, 

ONE OF WHICH COULD BE AN ANCIENT CHINESE DRINKING CUP 
ON TRIPOD LEGS. THERE ARE A NUMBER OF SMALL TO MEDIUM 
SIZE ALABASTER BOWLS AND VASES WHICH MAY BE OF ROMAN 
ORIGIN. THE APRICAN WORK, ESPECIALLY THE WOOD CARV- 
INGS,ALSO LOOKS TO BE OP SPECIAL ARTISTIC VALUE. 

2. POST IS UNCERTAIN AS TO EXACT ORIGIN OF ART 
OBJECTS. THE ORIGINAL OWNER OP COLLECTION WAS GEORGE 
SEBASTIAN, A RUMANIAN WHO LATER BECAME NATURALIZED 
AMERICAN. HE MAINTANIED A RESIDENCE IN HAMMAMET, 
TUNISIA PROM THE 1920'S ONWARD. IN THE 1930'S 
SEBASTIAN TRAVELED IN AFRICA AND CHINA IN THE COMPANY 
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FOR AN AMERICAN MUSEUM. IT WAS DURING THIS PERIOD 
THAT THE PRESENT COLLECTION WAS COMPILED. THIRTEEN 
OR FOURTEEN YEARS AGO SEBASTIAN GAVE UP HIS HOME IN 
HAMMAMET. PART OF HIS LIBRARY, PAINTINGS AND ART 
OBJECTS, WHICH MAKE UP THE BURLING GIFT, HE STORED IN 
THE HOME OF A FRIEND IN SIDI BOU SAID, TUNISIA. WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT HE SENT ADDITIONAL ITEMS TO PARIS 
FOR STORAGE. MRS. BURLING INFORMED US THAT FOLLOWING 
HER VISIT TO TUNIS SHE WAS GOING TO PARIS TO ALSO MAKE 
DISPOSITION OF THE ITEMS STORED THERE. 

3. SINCE MRS. BURLING REQUESTED EMBASSY NOT DISCUSS 
GIFT WITH TUNISIAN AUTHORITIES, EMBASSY DID NOT INQUIRE 
RE POSSIBLE APPLICABILITY OF TUNISIAN LAW. EMBASSY 
WOULD HOPE THAT MAJOR PART OF LIBRARY GIFT WILL REMAIN 
IN EMBASSY RATHER THAN BEING SHIPPED ELSEWHERE. 

4. IF MR. BLITZER CAN ARRIVE ON OR ABOUT FEB 10, 

EMBASSY WILL MAKE A POINT TO HAVE ALL ITEMS UNPACKED 
AND READY FOR HIS EXAMINATION. 
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